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RICARDO
RANCH 

This area on the edge of the city
contains intact wetlands and
native grasslands, the most
threatened ecosystem in the
country. It is currently a
functioning, healthy ecosystem
where wildlife is thriving.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

WHAT WILL BE LOST

This decision is not set in stone. The city still has
to go through a number of steps before shovels go
in the ground. This is YOUR opportunity to hold our
civic government to account and help them do
better. You can:
-Write and call your city councilor and the mayor
-Write letters to the editor of local media
-Talk to friends and family
-Make a donation to a local environmental
organization

CLIMATE CHANGE

SPECIES AT

CONNECTIONS WITH 

In 2021 Calgary City Council voted to declare
a Climate Emergency. If council is serious
about its climate commitments, destroying
natural carbon sinks to create more sprawl is
NOT the answer

Bank swallows, listed as a threatened species,
nest along the riverbank here. Development in
the valley could displace these birds and
other native plant and animal species.

Evidence shows that nature has benefits for
both physical and psychological human well -
being. A walk in nature can boost your mood
and the connection we have with the natural
world seems to contribute to happiness
even when you’re not physically immersed in
nature.”

COMMITMENTS

RISK

NATURE

A SPECIAL PLACE
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OUR PARTNERS

DID YOU KNOW?
BENEFITS OF NATURE

The City of Calgary already recognizes the
benefits of natural areas. From their website:
"There are a number of benefits to protecting
natural areas. These include environmental
benefits such as erosion control; economic
benefits such as the reduction of the damage
by floods when low lying river lands are set
aside as park space; and social benefits which
include recreation, relaxation and the
fostering of an understanding of the
importance of the natural world to our well-
being."

The Ricardo Ranch area sits in a flood zone.
According to the city's flood maps, parts of
Ricardo Ranch are more than 97 per cent at
risk of flooding in the next 25 years. From the
city's own website: "Flood protection
proposed in Ricardo Ranch includes the
placement of engineered earth fill to raise
ground elevations so that buildings, roads,
infrastructure and even basements will be
above the designated flood levels in the
City’s Land Use Bylaw."
The question remains: "Why would this be an
acceptable place for a new neighbourhood
after the devastation of the 2013 flood?"

FLOOD RISKS

There is an active colony of Great Blue Heron
in the Ricardo Ranch area. There are few of
these colonies in Alberta and there would be
grave concern that the increased
disturbance caused by a new suburb would
displace this colony. 

Anecdotally, a colony of Great Blue Heron
existed in Fish Creek during the 1970s, when
a number of suburbs were being built. 
 Despite a fence being put around the area
to protect the birds they disappeared and
have not re-established a colony in the area
since.

GREAT BLUE HERON COLONY

https://maps.calgary.ca/riverflooding/

